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BY T. VAUGHAN, ESQ. 


| Spoken by Mr. BARRYMORE, 


THE title | giv'n to our play ; 

Is whirafical and odd, you'll fay, + 
| Becauſe announc 4 —The Wedding Day. 
But know you not, my friends above, 


Tis what you one and all approve 7 AWE 4 

For when you ſqueeze each other's hand, 

And find your wiſhes at a ſtand,  _ 

| You preſs the Wedding Day, and cry, 

Come, let's to church, my dear, and try 

Who loves the trueſt you or I. 

Then as tis known a day of bliſs, 

Pray let it not prove here amiſs; _ 

For tho? elop'd—I know not how— JJ} 

From Next door Neighbours —juſt below— T 
And hither come to make her bow— _ 

Like other trips of gallant love, 
Conſtant 0 both you'll find her prove. 

Or who is right, or who 1s wrong, 

With me to ſtate does not belong; 
But only to proclaim the banns, 

And leave to you th' applauding hands; ; 

Nor hope to find one critic here 

Will dare forbid our Wedding Cheer; 
But give their uſual friendly boon, 

And let's enjoy the honey-moon. 

To laugh is all our author means 

In what ſhe pourtrays in her ſcenes, 

And aims, in all ſhe dares to write, 

To make her Wedding Day—. merry night. 


{To the Galleries: : 


3 
2 
: 


* d N = q 

{ 

8 | 

q 
| 1 

FE 4 

1 

K. 4 ; | 

4 Y d 

i 

mn 


Se Ir ore 
ws rt ane” 
{<9 


. 2 n mM 1 — — ah 2 

* — 0. SY 5 ——— ee — 3 82 8 
* n x Pp . 3 4 332 * —— —— 

2 2 : . 0 4 y — and ro . ? 2 ” „ 
- atk * — | — — 
— 4 — — * _ > . a LY * — p — — a * 
. Au mu ap tet org „„ — Y b; 2 * 3 * * 
err * * ade > . . : — 2 - 
Coe oo — . * | ——— —— X . > 208 p 7 " 
— - 3 N D & * £ 4 
a” of * - uy | 
hc) as = ; — a 00" 3H 


3 
5 * 
(off 5 Ts IA 
* 4 
” 


| DRAMATIS PERSON 


Lord Rakelind — . Mr. Banaruoxz. 
Sir Adam Conteſt — Mr. KIxc. 

1 Mr. Milden — — Mr. Pack. 
ö V' Mr. Conteſt — — Mr. C. Krurrk. 


c on. w 0 M E N. 

| Lady Autumn — — Miſs TipswzlL. 

| oy Lady Conteſt — — Mrs. Jorpan. 

1 Mrs. Hamford — — ' Mrs. Horxixs. 
Hannah — — Miſs HearD. 

8 Several Servants. PEE 5 
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Sckxx, London. Ther, One Day. 


. 


Lord RAKELAND. 


favourite friend, Tom Contelt ! 


Enter Mr. CONTEST, 


that your travels are completed, and that you are 


the; Joys of your own country. 
Mr. Cox Es r. 


be received by my father. 


SCENE I, An Apartment at Lord Rant Ann. 
Euer a Serv aur, followed ty Lord RAKELAND. 
T home? To be ſure I am—how. . : 


you make any doubts about it? ¶ Exit Ser- 
3 Deny me to my old acquaintance, and 


— . — — — » — 2 
OW vn th; me eee p > fo” — b a: F — 
— — . 383 ͤͤ ˙ . — — > 


My dear Conteſt, I congratulate 1 us both £ 


come to taſte, for the remainder of your life, 


Whether to taſte | joy or ſorrow I am yet is in 
doubt; for I am uncertain in what manner I ſhall 


B | Lord 
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4 THE WEDDING DAY: 


he is. 


Lord RAR¹ RL Aup. bY 
Have not you ſeen him yet? 

Mr. Cox TEST. 
No: nor dare 1 till 1 know 1 in what humour 


Twd RakeLans, 
Ina good one, you may wont upon it; for 


he is very lately married. 


Mr. Conrrsr, 
To my utter concern! I heard ſome time ago 


Indeed, that it was his deſign to marry again; 
but as he has never condeſcended to make me 
acquainted with it himſelf, I know nothing far- 
ther reſpecting the marriage than what public 
report has thrown in my way. Pray can you 
tell me who my new mother is? 


Lord Rattan. 
I am told ſhe is very young, extremely lively, 


and prodigiouſly beautiful, I am told too that 
ſhe has been confined in the country, dreſſed, 
and treated like a child, till her preſent age of 
_ eighteen, in order to preſerve the appearance of 3 


youth i in her mother. 


Mr. ConTrsrT. 


But who is her mother? Of wha at family 
is ſhe ? 


| Tard RAK ELA. 


That bi don t know—and 1 . your fa- 
ther did not conſider of what family ſhe was, but 


merely what family the was likely to bring him. 


Mr. Cox EST. 


ves, I have no doubt but he married c on n pur- 
5 pole. 


A COMEDY. — 81 


ofe to difinherit me, for having written to him, 


„ that I had fixed my affections upon a widow 
of ſmall fortune, but one who was ſo perfect ly 

to my wiſhes, that even his commands could 

not force! me to forſake her.“ 

| Lord RARE ELA ND. 


And x were you in earneſt | ? 


Mr. ConTzsT. 


I thought I was then: but at preſent I am more 
humble. I have implored his pardon for thoſe 


| haſty expreſſions, and now only preſume by ſup- 
plication to obtain his approbation | of my 
; Choice. | | 
: "Line RakELAub. 


1s ſhe a foreigner; J 
Mr. Comrter . 
0 3 an Englith woman.—We met at Flo- 


ee at Venice —and ſhe arrived in | 


London Juſt four days before me, 


Lord RAKELAND. 
And when will you introduce me to her? 


Mr. ConTzsT. : 


Are you as much a man of gallantry a: as ever? 


If you are, you ſhall firſt promiſe me not to 
make love to ner, 


Lord LG os 


As to that, my dear friend, you know I never 
make a promiſe when I think there 1s the leaſt 


probability of my breaking it. 


| Mr. CoN TEST. 
Then poſitively you ſhall not ſee my chaice 
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4 THE WEDDING DAY: 


till I am ſecure of her. But L can tell you what N 
I'n do—Pll introduce you to my young mother. 


in-law, if you like, 


Lord RAKELAND. 
My dear friend, that will do quite as well — 


nay, I don' t know if it won't do better. Come, 5 
let us 9 directly. 5 


2 Cox TEST. 
Hold! not till I have obtained my father's 


leaye ;—for, after offending him fo 8 as 
not to hear from him theſe ſix months, I thought 


it neceſſary to ſend a letter to him as ſoon as! 


arrived this morning, to beg his permiſſion to 


wait upon him. And * 1 doppel is Bu 
anſwer. = 


Euer a SERVANT, and gives a Etter to a. 


Coxrrsr. 
Servant. 


: Your ſervant enquired for you, Sir, and left | 
this. [Exit 8 


[Mr. CoNnTEsT breaks open the letter haſtily, and © 


reads.) 
Ar. Cox TEST. 


: An invitation to go to his houſe immediately. 
e reads the remainder of the letter, and then 
expreſſing ſurpriſe —Why my father tells me he 
was only married this very morning ! [ heard 

he was married a weck ago! 


Lord 1 


And fo did I and ſo did half the town, 
His marriage has even been in the new I papers 


theſe three FOOT. 
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inne,, oF 
Mr. ConTzsT. _ 


| Ay, theſe things are always announced before 
they take place: and [ moſt ſincerely wiſh it ma 
N been delayed till longer. | 


Lord RAR ELAN. 


"ol do not—for 1 Jong to have a kiſs of the | 
, bride, 


It. CoxTesr, 


Play! my Lord: as it is the wedding 10 f 
I cannot think of taking you now; it may be 
improper. | 


Lord 11 


Not at all, not at all. A wedding day is 
= public day; and Sir Adam knows upon what 
familiar terms you and I are. Indeed, my dear 
friend, my going will be conſidered but as neigh- 
: bourly, 1 can take no denial—I mult ; g0. 


Mr. ConTesT.. 
Well, if it myſt be ſo, come then, [Going, flops. 
Notwithſtanding the cauſe I have tor rejoicing 
at this kind invitation from my father, ſtill 
feel embarraſſed at the thoughts of appearing 
before him, in the preſence of his young wife; 
for! have no doubt but ſhe'll take a 2 diſlike to 


me. | 
"ad RAK ELAN. 


And if ſhe ſhould, I have no doubt but ſhe'll 
take a liking to me, So come away, and be 1n 
ſpirits, gs ” | Even, 


SCENE 


SCENE, II. An Apartment at Sir Abau 


CoNTEST's. 


Reer Sir Apa, dreft in white clothes like a . 


Bridegroom. 5 


| E's Avan. 
Nothing is ſo provoking as to be in a ſttvation 


where one is expected to be merry—it is like 
being aſked in company ' <« to tell a good ſtory, 
and to be entertaining ;” and then you are 


ſure to be duller than ever you were in your life, 


Now, notwithſtanding this is my wedding day, 
J am in ſuch a bleſſed humour that I ſhould 
like to make every perſon's life in this houſe a 
burthen to them, But I won't [ Sruggling with 
bimſejf—No, I won't. — What a continual com- 
bat is mine! To feel a perpetual tendency to 
every vice, and to poſſeſs no one laudable qua- 


lity, but that of a determination to overcome 
all my temptations. I am ſtrongly impelled to 


violent anger, and yet I have the reſolution to 


be a calm, peaceable man—l am inclined to 
ſuſpicion, yer I conquer it, and i place con- 
fidence in others I am diſpoſed to malice, yet 


I conſtantly get the better of it—I am addicted 
to love, yet No, hold !—there I muſt ſtop— 
_ is a failing which always did get the better of 


Bchold an inſtance of it. 
Enter Lach . Gaol ond peu 7 0. ae 
like a Bride. 5 
Sir ADan. 


Addi. Now I will be in a good humour, in 
ſpite of all my doubts and fears. 


E Lady 


A ndl... 5 
Lady Conrksr. 
Did you ſend for me, Sir Adam? 


Sr ADAM. 


Les, my dear; your guardian ! is juſt ſtepft 
home, to bring his wife to > dine with us; and ! 
wiſhed to have a few minutes converſation with _ 
ou. Sit down. [They it. I obſerved, Lady 
Conteſt (and it gave me uneaſineſs), that at 
church this morning, while the ceremony was 
performing, you looked very pale. You have 
not yet wholly regained your colour: and in- 
ſtead of your uſual cheertul countenance and 
air, I perceive a penſive, dejected Come, look 
cheerful. [Ley fharply—Why don't you look _ 
cheerful? [Checking himſelf, and ſoftening bis 

voice—Conſider, every one ſhould be happy upon 
their wedding day, for it is a day that ſeldom 
comes above once in a perſon's —_—_ 


Lady ConTesT. _ 8 

But with 208, Sir Adam, it has come twice. 
ü 2 Sir Apa, _ T7 
Very true—it has—and my fr Þ Was a day | 
indeed! I ſhall never forget it! My wife Was | 
a8 young a as you are no.] 
Lady Com rEsr. 


And you were younger than you are now. 


Sir Abau. 


[Starts—then afide—No, I won't be angry. 
| [To ber—She was beautiful too — nay more, ſhe 
was good; ſhe poſſeſſed every quality. But this 
is not a proper topic on the preſent occaſion; 
and ſo, my dear, let us change the ſubject. 


105 5 


2 THE WEDDING DAY: 
Tad ConTz3T. 


Pray, Sir Adam, is it true that your ſon is come 
to town 


Sir 4 | 
It is; and 1 expect him here every moment. 


Lady Coxrxsr. 5 4 
And have you invited no other company all 15 
day 15 
Sir ADAM. 


| Your guardian and his wife, Mr. and Mis: 
Ploughman, you know, will be here; and 
what other company would you have? 


Lady Contusr. 
In the country we had p CESS fiddles and 


dancing at every wedding . and 1 declare I have | 


been merrier at other rocple 8 ee than I 
think I am N to be at my o] n. 


Sir Abau. — 


| If you : ved me, Lady Conteſt, you would bs 
merry in my company alone. Do you love me: ? 
"wy firſt wife loved me dearly. 8 


Lady Cox rzsr. 


And ſo do I love you dearly—juſt the ſame as. 
5 I would love my father, if he were alive. 


Sir Aba. 


045 de. Now could I lay her at my feet fe 
that ſentence. But I won't—I won't. Struggling 
_ with bimſelf] Anſwer me this — would you 
change huſbands with any one of your acquaint- 


_ ance? 7 
Lady 


A COME D v. 


Lady ConTesT. 
What ſignifies now my anſwering ſuch a queſ- 


tion as that, when I am ſure not one of my ac- 
quaintance would change with „ 


* 


Sir AbAM. DE WR EY 


What makes: you think ſo? Violent! 91 — 
[Softening —Your equipage will be by far the 


have made good my promiſe in reſpect to your 
Jewels too; and ] hope you like them WF 


Lady CowTe ST. 


Like them! to be ſure !=Oh wy dear Sir 
Adam, they e even make me like you. 
Sir Abau. 


A very poor proof of your love, if you can 
giver me no other. 


Lady Conruve, 
Bur] wil oive you fifty others. 5 


| : Sir Apan. 
[ Anxion Jy. Name them. 
RT” CoxTesr, 
Firſt—I will always be obedient to you. 


Sir ADAM, 
Thar 8 well. 


Lady Se 


Second—1 will never be angry with you if 
you ſhould go out and ſtay for a month—nay, 
tor a year or for as long as ever you like. 


Sir ADan.. 


 [Afide, and ſtruggling with his paſſion. Sure 1 


moſt ſplendid of any lady's you will viſit, 1 


Was 
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9 THE WEDDING DAY: 


was not born to commit murder ? 1 had better 
go out ot the room. 


Lady ConTEsr. 
 [Humming 4 mg IO And old Robin Gray 


was Kind | to me. 


Fir Aba. 
[Rifng ng in - agitation. Oh my firſt . my 


firlt wife, what a treaſure was ſhe! But my trea- 
{ure 1 iS gone! S1ghing. * 


Lech ConTesT. 


; Nor all your. money, I hop e, Str Ada; for 
my 2 guardian told me you bad a FIT deal. 


Sir Abau. 


And did you marry me for that? What makes 
you bluſh ? Come, conteſs to me for there was 
always a ſincerity in your nature which charmed 
me beyond your beauty. It was that ſincerity, 


and that alone, which captivated me. 


Lady ConTEsST. 
Then I am ſurp: iſed you did not marry your A 


chaplain” s widow, good old Mrs. Brown! 


Vẽf Sir Aba. 
Why ſo? | Ss 
da Coxrxsr. 


Becauſe have heard you ſay © there was not 


1 2 ucere a woman on the face of the earth.“ 


S1r ADAM, 


[Afide. And egad 1 almoſt wiſh I had mar- 
ried her. By what J have now ſaid, Lady Conteſt, 
1 meant to let you know, that i in compariſon 
4 Vith 


A COMEDY. 11 


with virtues, I have no eſteem for a youthful « or 


E beautiful face. 


Lady CONTEST. 


Oh dear! how you and I differ! for J here 
declare, I do love a beautiful youthful face, bet - 


ter chan I love any thing in the whole world. 


Sir Apa, 


ot a ; balf- ſmothered rage. Leave the room 


leave the room inſtantly. [ After a violent ſtrug- 
ge, No: Come back - come back, my dear 
Tenderly]—=[ Aſide. I'll be in a good humour pre- 
ſently—but not juſt yet. Ves I will get the 


better of it, —I won't uſe her ill—1 have ſworn at 


the altar, not to uſe her ill, and I will keep my vow. 


; 7 [He fits down affecting perfect compoſure, and after 


a pauſe— Pray, Lady Conteſt, pray, have not of a 
| heard from your mother yet? 


Lady ConTesT. 
Not a line, nor a word. 


Sir Abau. 


It is wonderful tl that ſhe ſhould not ſend us a 


proper addreſs | There is no doubt but that every 
letter we have ſent to her ſince ſhe has been 


abroad, has miſcarried. However, it will be 


great joy and pride to her, when ſhe hears of 
your marriage. l | 


Lady Crier, 5 


| Yes—for ſhe always ſaid * was not born to. 


5 make my fortune. 


Sir ADAM. 


Which prediction have annulled. And after 
all Come hither - come hither—[ Takes her kindly 
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12 "2 £ WEDDING "DAT: 


by the Band And after all, I do not repent that! 

have for although I cannot ſay that you poſſeſs 

all thoſe qualifications which my firſt wite did, 
yet you behave very well conſidering your age. 


Lady CoxrEST. 
And I am lure ſo do you, conſidering. yours. 


"Sip ADAM, 


All my deen is gone, and I can 1 keep my 
temper no longer. Ade] Go into your own. 
chamber immediately; He takes her by the hand 
and puts her off.] PlFll-Pl-[Threateuing 
as if going to follow ber, then flops ſhort. No, III 
go another way. [| As be is going of at the eppyfi 41e 
5 ae, enter a 1 - 


| Servant. 
My young walker and another gentleman, 


Enter Mr. ConTesT and Lord RAKBLAND, 


Mr. Contr. 


[To Sir Adam. 1 kneel, Sir, tor your pardon 
and your bleſſing. | 


Sir Fo AM. 


"You have behaved very ill; but as you appear 
ſenſible of it, 1 forgive, and am glad to ſce you. 
But I expect that your future conduct ſhall 
give proof of your repentance. My Lord 
Kakeland, I beg pardon for introducing this 
ſubject before you; but you are not wholly un- 
acquainted with it, I ſuppoſe:? 


Tard RAKELAND, 


| Mr. Conteſt has partly informed me. ¶ Ad: 
to Mr. Contelt—Alk for your mother. 


enn F 3a et ate Fo 2 8 32 ”R 4 "LI GAA FT * = . n * * a N oy = : 
ö E R 8 ö R 28 NP PET” * „ . . 9 28 . * 9 
CS FS" oo CS, FG Works Bowe nl on Eat I FS IS 8 en N 5 ; > a . , rr h 2 A » 9 9 2 FF 3 Nee e > e 0 
NCB » - e Ig N R Us e EFF RE Os AD lee nd ae bs S Rc Eur as , RT RS Ga Gr Care rode Re Ee oe ies eo al . dl 1 ae” 
FI | 5 B x n A 3 ne 5 „„ "8. nts a EY PR 0 — "4 2 6 


Mr 


* WWW 
Oe OP art Sis ne Je: 0 CONE FT 


* 
— 
9 , 
_ 
. 
4 
N 
* 
1 
3 
3 
0 
5, 
_ 
* 
. 
= 
_ o 
1 
be” 
en 
4 
x 
2 
3 
MM 
.* 
1 
* 0 
. 
4 
=” 
2 
3% 
"0 
4 
Wo 
= 
"« * ry — 
1 
E 1 
1 
_ 
1 
. 
4 F 2 
3 
7 2 
=. 
DE. * 
. ** 
aL * 
# 
3 
£ 23 1 
1 
. va 
== 
of 8 . 
3 
= 
« SS 
bY 
vi 
4 q 
2 Wy 
—_— 
"Mp 
ww 
© 
1 
- mM 
2 
1 
MW 
1 
1 
_ 
_— 
— 
"_ 
__ 
-f 
De 
_ 
_ 
1 
= 
4 "A 
4 7 45 
4 4 1 4% 
=_ 
-28 
-% 
3 
Is 
3 
+ 
. 
„ 
- "i 
— 
1 
4 
- 
. 
* ' 
4s 7 
* 
45 
1 
. 
1 
* 
DE. - 
1 
— 2 . 
4 
1 
. 
"= 
3 
£ 
Wo 
"i 
W 
8 
= 
2 
N 
4 
9 - . 
= 
þ 
2 
y © 
. = 
Y 
* 
1 : 
| 
* 
Z 
i 
> 
- & 
1 
by. 
. 
* 
4 x « 
"bs 
.* 
- 
5 
- xx 
= 
* 
r 
— 
= 
* 
4 
3 
2. 


A COMEDY. 
A.. Conresr.. 
1 Gncerely congratulate you on your nuptials, 
w_ and I hope Lady Conteſt is well. 


Sir Abau. 155 
[Going 10 the fide of the ſcene. Deſire Lady 


13 


Conteſt to walk this way. 


Lord RAK ELAN p. 
1. ſincerely congratulate you, too, Sir Adam. 


Sir Abu. 5 
Thank you, my Lord, thank you. ¶ Enter 


Lady Conteſt. Sir Adam takes her by the hand and 
preſents Mr. Conteſt to her]. My dear, this is my 
lon—and this, Tom, 1s your morher-1 in- law. 


Lady ConTesT, 
Dear Sir Adam, | half lau ghing I was never ſo 


ſurpriſed ; in my life! * when you ſpoke of 


your ſon you called him Tom, and Tommy, 


Ms I expected to ſee a little boy. | 


Sir Abu. 8 
And have you any objection to his being a 


man? 


Lady S 


Oh no, T think I like him the better. [To o Mr. 
Conteſt — Sir, I am very g glad to lee you. 


Mr. ConTesr. 5 
'S give your Ladylhip } joy. [Salutes b Fa ha and. 


Lady Cox rks r. 
1 ſhall be very fond of him, Sir Adam—I ſhall 


like him as well as if he was my own. 


Str 


4 THE WEDDING DAY: 


ll 8 Sir Aba. 


2 de. Now am I in a rage, leſt ſeeing my 


| fon a man, ſhe ſhould be more powerfully re 
. minded that | am old; and I long to turn him 
1 out of doors. But 1 won O -I'll be the 
ll! Kinder to him for this very ſuſpicion. Come, 
1 Tom, let me ſhake hands with you—we have 
Wi not ſhaken hands a great while; and let this be 
5 . a ſign of the tull renewal of my paternal affec- 
i * 
\Þ „ 5 Lord Rax ELANb. 1 
[; Sir * you have not introduced me to 
I Lady Conteſt, 

' 
| Lady Conrksr. 


I 8 this another ſon ! ? 
5 Sir Avan. 
What, could you be fond of him too ? 2 


- <—— — — « i - 
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1 0 Lach Coxrksr. 
Yes, I could. | 

Sir Apan- z 
And like him as well as if he were your own? 


Lady Coxvrsr. 
Les, 1 could. 


. 2 + * — r 
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Sir AbAu. 
But he i is not my ſon. : 


Lac Cc ONTEST. s 
' I can't help thinkißg he is. [ Looking fled- 
fall at him. 


Sir 
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nr v3 
Sir Avan. 
I tell you he is not, 
Lady ConTEsT. 


Nay, nay, you are joking—1 am tare he 1 Is. 
Sir ADAM. 


| [ Raiſing his voice. I tell you, no... 
Lady ConTEsT. . 


Why "ER very like you. [She goes * 0 
Lord Rakeland, and looks in his face. No, he is 
not ſo like when you are cloſe. I beg ten thou- 


ſand pardons, Sir, you are not at all like Sir Adam. : 


Sir ADan. 


2 *. Zounds, now I am jealous—and Þ 
am afraid my propenſity will get the better of me. 


But no, it ſhan't— No, it ſoall not. My Lord, 
I beg your pardon, but! want half an hone s pri- 


= vate converſation with my ſon ; will you excuſe us? 


Lord RAKELAND. 


Certaitily, Sir Adam—l beg you will make 


no tranger of me. 


Hir Abu. 


[T aking Mr. Conteſt by the hand. Come, Tom. i 
[ A/ide— There, now, I have left them alone; and 
1 think this is triumphing over my jealouſy pretty 
well. Well done, Sir Adam, well done, well 
done, ¶ Exit with Mr. Conteſt, Sir Adam ſmiling 


with ſeif-applanſe at the victory he bas Samed. 
lam RAKELAND-. 


My dear Lady Conteſt, though I acknow- 
ledge [ have not the happineſs to be your ſon, 
ug permit me to beg a bleſſing on my knees 


Lis this—Tell me when and where I ſhall have 
the happine s of Iceng 7 again? 


Lady 
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at cribbage. 1 1 


8 Neighbour 2” —yould not that do as Well ? 1 


it is a game you may lole a great deal of money 


Lady ConTzsT. 


ths Sir, without any compliment, the happi 
nels will be done to me. 


ek hs Lord RAKELAND. 

Enchanting woman! appoint the time. 
8 Fach Con rksr. 

In aſk Sir Adam. 


3 Lord RAKELAND. 
No—without his being preſent. 


e Coxresr. 5 
1 don' t Lijow if I ſha'n 't like that full as well 


Lord RAKELAND. | 
Appoint a time, then; juſt to play a game 


Lady ConTesT. 
Or what he you think of“ Beggar my 


Lord Rant enn 


Perfedtly as well. The very ching. 


Lady Sonne. 

But you ont take care how you play; ; for 

by. 

1 5 Lord RAKELAND. 
But Sit Adam muſt not know of i it. 


Enter Sir * a ſpeaks of te. 


LORE. Sir ADAM. 
Reſolutions come and gOm—l wiſh I ould 
have 


F 
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have kept mine, and ſtaid away a little longer. A 
fefling good bumour. What, my Lord, here ſtill ? 


holding converſation with this giddy woman? 


Lord RAKELAND. 


 [AfeBing coldneſs. 1 aſſure you, Sir Adam, 1 
ain very well pleaſed with Lacy Conteſt's con- 


verſation. 
Lady ConTes*- 


And 1 am ſure, my Lord, I am very much | 


pleaſed with yours, 


Lord RAKELAND. 


We have been talking about a game at cards, : 


Lady Cox TEST. 


But you ſaid Sir Adam was not to be of the 


i party. 
Lord Hans. : 


Ta Sir Adam—but not Mr, Conteſt, 


” Lady Contesr. 5 
No, indeed [you ſaid Sir Adam. 
1 Lord RAKELAND, 
Oh . 
Lach CovrEsT. 
[Zarerh. Yes—becauſe, don't you remem- 
ber! ſaid and you made anſwer== - 
. Lord RAK ELAND. 
I don't remember any thing— 
Lach Cox TEST. 


What! don't you remember kneeling for my 
bleſſing ? = 
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Sir Aba, 


How]! What! 
| Lord RAKELAND. 
Sir Adam, it would be a breach of good man- 
ners were I to contradict Lady Conteſt a fecond 
time; therefore I acknowledge that the is right— 


and chat I have been in the wrong. 
OO [Exit, bowing with great reſper 


Lady ConTesT. 
[To Sir Adam apart, and Pilling. bis Neve. 


Won' t you alk him to dinner ? 


Sir Aba, 
Aſk bin to dinner! What a difference between 85 


you and my firſt wife Would foe have wiſhed 
metoaſk him to dinner! 8 would ſhe have ſuffered 
a man to kneel— 15 


La ConTesT. 
4 did not ſuffer him to kneel a moment. 


„„ Sir Aba. 5 
But my firſt wife was a model of perfeCtion, 


and it is unjuſt to reproach you with the com- 


pariſon. Yet I cannot help W ſhe 


had lived! 


Lady CoxTEST. 
And [ am ) ſure I wiſh fo, with all my heart. 


Sir Apan. 

[Fetching a beavy ſigh. Bur the \ was © { ſaddenly 
ſnatched from 8 | 
Lady Ge: 


How was i, Sir Adam ? Were you not at ſea 
together? 
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wgether? And ſo a ſtorm aroſe—and ſo you 


took to the long-boat—and ſhe would ſtay in 


the ſhip—and fo ſhe called to you, and you would 
not go—and you called to her, and the would not 


come. And fo your boat ſailed, and her ſhi ip ſunk. 


Sir Avan, 
Don't, don? I can't bear to hear it repeated. 


I loved her too fincercly. But the only proof 1 
can now give of my affection, is to be kind to 
her ſon; and as by what he acknowledged to 


me, his heart I perceived was bent upon mar- 


Triage, I have given him leave to introduce to me 


the lady on whom he has fixed his choice —and | 
if I like her 


Lady 3 


11 he fixed his choice: ? | Who | 1s the young 


lady? What | is her name! * 


5 Abu. 
1 did not aſk her name, 


Lady Cox rEsr. 


But! hope you will give your conſent, who- 
ever ſheis, 


Sir ADAM. 


And if I do, in a little time they may both 
withl had not. Young people are ſo capricious, 
they don't know their own minds half an hour. 

For inſtance, I dare ſay you think very highly 
of that young Lord who was here juſt now; but 
if you were to ſee him two or three times a week, 


you would ceale to admire him, 


Lady Cox TEST, 


| 1 ſhould like to try. Do invite him here two 
or three times a week, on purpoſe to try. 


2 Enter 
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Enter SERVANT. 
SERVANT, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ploughman at are come, Sir, and 


i dinner i is almoſt ready, LExit. 


Lady Cox TEST. 
if Looking at ber band, gives 4 violent ſeream. 


Oh! Oh!—Oh dear! Sir Adam—Oh dear! 
| Oh dear ! Oh dear! 


Sir AAM. 
What's the matter ? P What in the name e of : 


heaven i 18 the matter: * 


Lady ConTesr. 
Y with I may die if I have not loſt my wedding 


5 ring. —Oh! tis a ſure ſign of ſome ii luck. 


: Sir ADAM. 
Here, John! [Enter SERV ANT. ] Go and 1 


for your miſtreſs's wedding ring; ſhe has 
dropt it ſomewhere about the houſe. 


Lady ConTesr. 
J am afraid it was in the ſtreet, as I ſtepp'd 


cout of my coach. Oh! indeed, Sir Adam, it did 


not ſtick cloſe. I remember I pulled my glove 
off juſt at that time; go and look there, John. 
[Exit Servant.] Oh! Sir Adam, ſome ill luck 


will certainly happen to one or both of us: you 
may depend upon it. 


Sir AbAu. N 
Childiſ nonſenſe! What ill luck can happen 


fo us while we are good * ? 


Lady ConTesT. 5 
But ſuppoſe we ſnould not be : goed i ? 


Sir 
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A COMEDY, ; 2c 
| Sir ADAM. 
We always may if we pleaſe, 
Tal Conrzsr. © WER 
I know we may. But then ſometimes "ris a 
great deal of Hou. 
Sir ApAM. be 
Come, don't frighten yourſelf about ene, 
you'll find your ring again. 


Lady Cow TEST. 


Ds: you think that young Lord mayn 't 8 
found it? Suppoſe we fend to aſk him 


Sir ADAM. 
Did you miſs 3 it while he was here: . 


Lady ConTisT. 


No, nor ſhould not have miſſed any thing, if 
he had ſtaid till midnight. DT 


Sir AAk. 


7 aking ber by the hand. Come, come to din- 

ner. [Grine, flops. But I muſt lay this has been 
| very careleſs thing of you. My firſt wife 
would not have loſt ber wedding ring. a 
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Lady Cox rEST. 
But indeed, Sir Adam, mine did not fit. E 
 [Exeunt, 
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SCENE I. 4s Jporiment ot Mr. Miro a. 


Enter Lay Aurv MN and Mrs. Hauronb. 


"Mrs. HamrorD. 


oy M Y dear Lady Autumn, Mr. Conteſt; is not 


of a proper age for a lover, much leſs for 


a huſband of yours. 


Lady AvTony. 
Mrs. Hamford, I believe, old as you mad 


to think me now, you thought me young but a 


few weeks ago at Venice; When, on your firſt 
landing there, you impoſed upon me your ro- 
mantic tale, and prevailed with me to 9 DEOg JW 


to England 
Mrs. HaMron 6 


Hold. Madam, do not conclude too haſtily, 


that, becauſe [ have for a few days ſince my 
arrival in my native country, deferred my pro- 
' mile of revealing to you my real name and my 


connections here, that 1 am for chis reaſon an 
| OOO 


Lady Arruux. ; 
No; upon recollection, you certainly have 


been living on a ſavage iſland for theſe ten or 
twelve ycars, which gives you all theſe Hottentot 


ideas in reipect to the advanced age of women. 
In ſome ſavage countries women are old at 
ſ-venteen; bur in this enlightened nation we are 
all young at t ſeventy. 


| — Enter 


A COMEDY. — * 
Enter Mr. MI1LLDEN. 
Mr. M1LLDEN. 
Lady Autumn, I make no apology for enter- 


| ing your apartment thus abruptly, becauſe I 
come with oy news—Your a is mar- 
rie. - 


Lady Auruux. 


Married! What! while 1 have been abroad? 2 


Mr. Mites. 5 


No doubt But I cannot give you any parti- 
culars of the marriage, nor tell you even the gen- 
tleman's name for I only paſſed her guardian 


by accident in his carriage, and I had not an op- 
portunity to enquire, nor he to inform me far- 
ther, than that it was a moſt advantageous union 
for your daughter, for that her huſband is a man 


of fortune and title. 


Mrs. Hamroap. 


There, Lady Autumn ! you find you have a 
daughter old enough to be a wife. 


Lad) Auruux. 


More ſhame for her Why was not my con- | 


ſent aſked 5 
Mr. MrilpEN. 


Ven were out of England, and no letters 
reached you. However, your daughter s guar- 
dian will call upon you in the evening, and ex- 


plain to you every particular. 


Lady). AUTUMN. 


But : now, my dear Mr, Millden, and you my 
dear Mrs. Hanford, don't let this marriage 


elcape 1 your lips, if Mr. Conteſt mould call this 


evening 
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evening—for if my daughter s huſband ſhould 

not, after all, be a man of ſome importance, x 

ſhould wiſh to keep it a fecret from Mr. Conteſt 
that 1 have a ä married. Exit. 


. Mil LDEx. 


Mrs. N I obſerve a gloom upon your 
countenance; I hope no enquiries you have made 
concerning any part of your family ſince you ar- 
rived in England—{ He takes ber . 
tremble! What's the matter? 
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Mrs. Hines * 


I tremble till a viſit which I am now going. to 
make is over; and then, whatever is my deſtiny, 
I truſt in that Power which has ſupported me 
through n numerous s trials, to give me reſignation, 2 

e | [Exeunt, 
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SCENE IL. An Apartment at Sir Avant Con- 
kxsr's. 5 
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Ever Lady ConTesr, foll wed * ber Maid. 


Lady ConTisr. 


[Pulling off her cloak. Has any body called 
on me, Hannah, ſince I have been out # 


eee te eo oe 


Hannan. 


Ves, Madam, an elderly gentlewoman ; but 
ſhe refuſed to leave her name—ſhe ſaid ſhe had 
particular buſineſs, and wanted to ſpeak to you 
in private. 
Lady ConTesT. 


Then pray let me lee her when ſhe comes 
in. 


HANxAH. 


RAG 28 
Hannan, 
I told her, Madam, that you were only gone 
to the milliner” $ in the next ſtreet. 
Lady Coxr EST. 
Has any body elſe called, Hannah! * 
. Haxxan. 
No, ma” am. _ 
Enter a Senvant. . 


SkRVANT. 
Lord Rakeland, if your Ladyſhip | is not « en- 
9 bf 
Lady ConTzsr. „ 


[Drawing Hannah on one fide. Oh! Hannah, 


Hannah! is this the elderly gentlewoman ?— 


Oh! for ſhame, Hannah ;—However, poor ; 
Hannah, don't be unealy, I won't be very angry 
with you. [To the Servant. You may deſire his 
W to walk up. | Exit Servant. 


| Hannan. 
"pen my word, my lady— 
Lady Cox rksr. 


Oh, hold your tongue, Hannah you know | 


this is the elderly gentiewoman you meant—but 


no matter] am almoſt every bit as well pleaſed. 


Enter Lord RakELAND. Exit Hannah. 


Lord RAKELAND. 
My adorable Lady Conteſt 


Lady ConTEsST. 


I hope you are very well—but I need not aſk, 


for you look charmingly. 
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26 THE WEDDING DAY: 


Lord RaKELANVD. 


And you look like a divinity! I met Sir 


Adam this moment in his _ going out, 
and that emboldened me— 


Lady ConT E87. 


Les, Sir, he 1s gone out for a little whit with 
my guardian; bur he'll ſoon be back. I ſup- 
. pole, Sir, you called to play an hand of cards, | 


Lord RAKELAND. 


No- my 8 Was to tell you—-l love you; 


I adore you; and to 3 for your love 1 In re- 
turn. 


"Lis Seti 5 5 
5 But that | is not in my power to give. 


Lord RAKELAND. 


Youc: cannot poſlibly have given it to Sir Adam! 


. Conrrsr. EE 
I ſham t tell you what I have done with 1 it. 5 
Lord RAKELAND. 
| You could love me; I know you could, 


Lady Coney. 


If you were my huſband I would try : al 


then, perhaps, take all the pains I would, 1 
could nor. 


Lord RAKBLAND. | 5 
Oh! that I «vere your huſband ! ! Kneeling. 


Lady ConTEsT. 


You would not kneel ſo if you were. Not even | 


on the N day. 


Lu 


1 


C 


Lord RAKELAND. 
No, but! would claſp you thus. 


[7 browing his arms about her. 


Lady ConTesr. 


Oh dear! Oh dear! I am afraid Sir Adam- 8 


firſt wite would not have ſuffered this! ! 


Lord RAKELAND. 


Why talk of Sir 1 & Oh! 1 that t you were 


, mine, inſtead of his! 


Lady ConTesr. 


And would you really marry. me, if 1 were 


: fingle ? 
Lord RAREI Aub. 


Would I ?—yes—this inſtant, were you un- 
married, this inſtant, with rapture, I would be- 
come: your happy bridegroom, - 


Lady Conrzsr. 
IJ wonder what Sir Adam would ſay were he 


ö do hear you talk thus! He ſuſpected you were in 
love with me at the very firſt—I can't fay ] did 
I ſuſpected nne Dus I have found a great 


deal, 
"Ted RakkLaxb. 
Nothing to my diſadvantage, I hope ? 


Lady CoxrEsr. 

d any thing that ſhall be of diſadvan- 

tage to Sir Adam. | 
Lord RAKELAND. 


Why are you per etuall talkin of our. 
he you perpetually talking of y 
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always chinking of him. 


„ about me— for II * lock myſelf up 
till he comes home. Going, ] 


there any thing to . you either in my coun- 
tenance or addreſs ?—[n your preſence, 1 ſeel 
| myſelf an object of Pity, not of terror. 


In the dead of the night, when, with labour oppreſl, 


3 Cupid knock'd at my window, diſturbing my reſt, 


THE WEDDING DAT: 


. Lady Cortier, 
Becauſe, when I am in your company, I am 


Lord RaKELAND. 45s 
Do 1 make you think of your huſband ? 


Lady CoxTesT. 
Vesand you make me tremble for him. 


Lord RAKELAND. 
Never be unhappy about Sir Fen. 


Lady ConTEsT, 
I won't—and he ſhall never have cauſe. to be 


Lord RAKELAND, © 
holding ber. What are you alarmed at! 2 Is 


Lady Cox EST. 


"Ay but this may be all make. believe, like the 
Poor little ! in the long. 


5 
All mortals enjoy the calm bleſſing of eaſe, 


Who's there? I demanded — Begone, if you plc ale. 
II. 

He anſwer'd ſo meekly, ſo modeſt, and mild, 

Dear ma'am, it is I, an unfortunate child; 


E 
Tis : cold rainy night, I am wet to the ſkin 3 
I have loſt my way, ma' am, ſo pray let me in. 
| It. 
No ſooner from wet and from cold he got eaſe, 
Then taking his bow he cry'd, Ma'am, if you pleaſe, 
If you pleaſe, ma'am, I would by experiment know 
Ir the rain has damaged the 1 of my bow. 
IV. 
Then away ſkipp'd the urchin, as briſk as a bee, 


And, laughing, I with you much joy, ma'am, ſaid he; 


My bow is undamag'd, for true went the dart, 
a But you will have trouble enough with your heart. 


LEE: 
Enter SERVANT. 


Sexvaur. 


A lady, a ſtranger, who Mrs Hah 175 
your Ladyſhip g gave orders ſhould be admitted 8 


Lach Coxrxs Tr. 


Very true — Deſire her to walk 8 her 
. [Exit Servant. : 


Lord RaxzLaxD. 
Who | . 
1 Lady 8 


I don't know—l can't tell—I thought vou 


had been her: but 1 was miſtaken. 


Lord RAKELAND. 


Will ſhe ſtay long? 


Lady Corres ST. 
x don' . know any thing about her. 


Lord RAE ELAvD. 


| Dear Lady Conteſt, do not let me meet her on 


the ſtairs; 3 conceal me ſomewhere till ſhe is gone. 
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50 THE WEDDING DAY: 


Here, Th go into this drefſing-room. 222 gies 
70 4 ry which leads to the next chamber. 


Lady Coxr EST. : 
Then you will hear our diſcourſe. 


Lord RAK BLA. 
No matter; I will keep it a ſecret. 


Lach Coxrzsr. 
No, no; you muſt go away out of the 


5 houſe. 


Lord RAKELAND. < 
I can't—1 won't don: t expoſe yourſelf be- 


: fore the ys 


Enter Mrs. Hauroxb. 


Lord Rakeland goes into the next room; but 
ftand's at the door, and liſtens to the comver ſation 
. the * ſcene. | 4; 

Mrs. HauroRp. 


LC Ding 70 Lach Conteſt—I veg don 
Madam.” 


, Lady ConTEsT. 
fc D -N apologies, Madam. 


Mrs. HAMroœοĩ 
1 am afraid [ am not right ! [Locking round, 


Tad Carne 
- Yes: Madam —Pray are not you the lady Who 


called "this RIO; and Trad yay had parti- 


cular bulinels ? 
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Mrs. Hamrorp: 


I am. ¶ Looking earneſtly at * are you 
Lady ConTEsT ? 


+ Lach Courrsr. 
Yes, Ma: am. | 


Mrs. Hauronp. : 


Sir Adam's wife? [u ſurpriſe 


Lady Cors r. 


Ves, Ma'am, Sir Adam's wife Won t you 
R pleaſe to fit W [They fit. 


Irs, Hamronp. 


There i is then, Lady Conteſt, a very material 
circumſtance in my life, that | wiſh to reveal to 
you; and to receive from you advice how to act, 
rather than by confiding in the judgment of 


any of my own family, be flattered, by their par- 


tiality, into a blameable ſyſtem of conduct. 
Such is the nature of my preſent errand to you: 


but, to my * N 1 find 470 lo very, 


Very young 
Lady CoxrzSsT. 
Ves, Ma- am, thank heaven. 


Mrs. HamrosD. 
And you are very happy, I preſume ? a 


1 Coxrzsr. 
Hag tating—Y -e-s, Ma' a e very rr 
all things: conſidered. 5 
Mrs. Hamrone, 
Jam ſorry then to be the meſſenger of news 
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22 THE WEDDING DAY: 
that will moſt probably, deſtroy that happineſs 


for ever. 
Lach Conrney: 
15 Dear me! what news! ? You 3 me out q 
. | IR *. 
. Mrs. Haurokp. 


You are e now, Lady Conteſt, newly married; 

in the height of youth, health, proſperity 3 
and I am the fatal object who, in one moment,” 
may cruſh all thoſe joys ! | 


Lady ConTzsT. 


Oh! then pray don't - you'll break my heart 

if you do. What have done, or what has hap- 

: 3 to take away from me all my joys?— 
: Where s$ my pocket handkerchief : ® 
[Feeling i in ber 9 : 
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Mrs. Hamrorp. 
| Here, take mine, and compoſe yourſelf. 


— — 
——— ͤ—— —— ——_—_ 


— — 


: 3 —— 


. SE Lady Coxrrsr. 
77 aking it —Thank you, Ma' am. 


wi . Haurok b. 

8 And now, my dear, I will inform you—and 
. at the ſame time flatter myſelf that you will deal 
1 Es frankly with me, and not reſtrain any of thoſe 
1 ſenſations which my tale may cauſe. 


= „„ Lady ConTesT. 


| - Door Madam, I never conceal any of my ſen- 
| ſations—1 can't if 1 would. 


Mrs. HamrorD. 


1 Then what will they be when ] tell EF am 
110 Sir 
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Sir Adam Conteſt's wife — his wif whom he 


thinks drowned; but who was preſerved and 


reſtored to life, though not till now reſtored to 


my own country. 
Lady ConTesr. 


Dear Madam, I don't know any body on earth 
I ſhould be happier to ſee! [Runs to her, em- 


braces, and ies her repeatedly. 


Mrs. Haurokp. 


But conſider, — dear, Jeu are no longer wife 
to Sir Adam ! 1 


Ledy Cox TEST. 


And is that all — here, take your handker- * 


chief again. Returns it ber] And come you 
out of your hiding place. [She goes to the cham- 


ber where Lord Rakeland is — He enters confuſed, 


and bowing to Mrs. Hamford—Come, come, 


for you need no longer conceal yourſelf now, or 
| be miſerable; for I have no longer a huſband to 


prevent my being your wife—or to prevent me 


trom loving you—for oh! oh | | do—[ Checks 


5 berſeſ—though I durit not ſay ſo beiore. 
3 Mrs. Hawroab. 
May I enquire who this gentleman is? 
| Lady ConTts7, 


A poor man that has been dying for love of | 


me, even though he thought it a ſin. 
0 
1 Lord RaKkLAND. 


4 beg pardon, and promiſe never to be guilty 


tor the future, —l with you a Sood evening. 


n. 
Lady Courier. 


Lou are not going away ? 
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34 THE WEDDING DAY: 


Ta ann. 


T have an engagement it is | impoſſible to poſt- | 
pone.— Good evening. 


Lid ConTesr. 


But you will ſoon come back, I hope for 
1 ſuppoſe you hold your mind to be my huſband : 2 


Lord RAKELAND. 
Alas | ! that i is a happineſs above my hopes. 


Tady CoNnTEST, 

Above your hopes! _ 
Lord RaKELAND. 
It is. 
£ Lady Comme, 


Then it hall be beneath mine. 
[He bows, and exit, 


Mrs. Hauroxp. 


And is it poſlible that you can think of part- 
ing with Sir Adam without the leaſt reluctance : ? 


Lady ConTesT. 


Pray, Madam, when did . Sir Adam 
laſt? 


5 Mrs. Haurono. 
Above fifteen years ago. 
 Lagy ConTEsT:- 
He i is greatly altered ſince that time. 


Mrs. Hamroz. 
Stil will my affection be the ſame. 
Lady Cox IEST. 


And ſo it ought; ſor he loves you ſtill—he is 
for ever talking of you; and declares he never 
knew 


RK Or.. 3 


knew what happineſs was ſince he loſt you. Oh 
he will be ſo pleaſed to change me for you ! 
Mrs. Hamrorv. 5 
"I hope you do not flatter me! 

Lady Cox EST. 


4 am. fore don? tel] expect him at home every 


minute, and then you'll ſee! 


Mrs. Hamrogn. | 


Excuſe me—At preſent I could not ſupport 
an interview. I will take my leave till I hear 
from you; and will confide in your artleſs and 
ingenuous 1 to inform Sir Adam of my 


eſcape, = 
Lady ConTesr. 


You. may depend upon me, Lady Conteſt. 


Mrs. Hlauronp. 


Lady ConTrer. 


Dear Madam, I would inſiſt on waiting g upon 
you down ſtairs; but I won't ſtand upon any 


| See with uu in your own houſe. 


Exit Mrs. HamrorD. 


| [4s 1 Conteſt is going off at the oppoſite fi de, 
be * on bearing Sir Adam's voice Without. 


Sir ADAM. 
Nobody ſo plagued as I am with ſervants a 


Enter Sir Apa. : 
Lady Cox ks r. 


Bleſs me, Sir Adam, I did not uon you 


were come home! 9 N 
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353 THE. WEDDING DAY: 


you: 


with 3 Joy i ? 


Sir Avat. 
] have been at home this quarter of an hour. 


The coachman has made himſelf tipſy on the 
joyful occaſion of our marriage, and was very 
near daſhing out my brains in turning a corner. 


Lady Cow TEST. 5 = 
And is that worth being in ſuch an ill "720 


"about ?—Ah ! you would not be ſo croſs, if you 
knew ſomething. 


Sir ADAM. 0X 
| Knew what —1 bave a piece of 1 news to tell . 


Lady Olirtibe; 
And I have a piece of news to tell Dou. 
„ ApAM. 


Your | mother is arrived in town: your 
guardian heard ſo this morning, but he did not 


mention it to me till this moment, becauſe he 
thinks it is proper for him to wait upon, and 


acquaint her with our marriage in form, before 


1 throw my ſelſ at her feet, to alk her bleſſing. 


| Lady CONTEST, 


Very well with all my heart. 
Sir Adam what do you think? 


Sir ADAM. 
What 901 chink | 1 
Lady Coxvrksr. 


What ll. you give me to tell you ſomething | 
that will make you 8⁰ almoſt out of your wits | 


And noW, 


Sir Apan. 
What do you mean Have 1 got another 


Lad) 


N eſtate left me? A 
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Lady ConTesT. 
N o: ſomething better. 
. Sir ADAM. 
| Better than that! 
9 85 Lady ConTesr. 
A great deal better—5ou will think. 
Lir Avan. | 


Zagerh Has the county meeting agreed to 


led me their repreſentative ? 
Ts Lady CONTEST. 
No. OY 
Sir Avin. 
| What any thing better than that? 


Lady) Coxrxsr. 


A great deal better than that and ſomething 85 


the moſt ſurpriſing |! —Guels again. 
Sir Alam. Ho 


Pſhaw'! PL gueſs no more—T hate ſuch teaz- 
ing—it is ö my firſt wife have 


| ſerved me ſo? F 
Lad) Cox TEST. 


Now you have hit upon it. 
: Sir AbaM. 
| Upon what! in 09-7 
Lady Corrs sr. 
Tour firſt wife. 
Sir Apan. 
= ſhall never lee her like again! 


Lady Coxrksr. 


No, but you may ſee her for ſhe is alive, 
and you may have her home : as ſoon as you pleaſe. 8 
3 PR Sir | 


. 
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3 THE WEDDING DAY: 


$r Ab AM. 
What che deuce does the woman mean? 
(7. * 
Tits ConTesT. 
' Your firſt wife—eſcaped i n the long 0 


ſurpriſing a ſtory as Robinſon Cruſoe * have 
ſeen her, and ſhe longs to ſee you. 


Sir Apa, I 
Why, what do you mean Srl rad 


Alle! 3 


Lach Corrssr. 


© much alive as lam, 


Sir Ap aM. 
And what FOR ſhe intend to do — 5 


Poor woman! poor creature! where does ſhe in- 
tend to go? 


Lady Conresr. 
Go! Come home, to be ſure. 
3 Sir ADAM. 5 
Home hat does ſhe call her home? 
33 ane. 
Tou are her home. 
Sir AbAM. 


1 fer home Come to i can 1 
do with her ?—and what is to become of you? 


Lady CONTEST. | 
Oh! never pn _ 


Sir * 


Ves, but 1 ean't think to part with you— 
Ready to ciy.] I can't think to turn a poor young 
creature like vou upon the wide world.— Her 

| age 


A COMEDY. 39. 


age will ſecure her; ſhe won't be in half the 
danger. 


Lady ConTesrT. 


Poor ſoul! | if you knew what ſhe has fuffered— 


Sir Apa. 


And Hurt not I ſuffered too? ] am fs 1 
have lamented her loſs every hour of my life; 
you have heard me. 


Lady ConTesr, 


And yet you don't ſeem half fo much pleated 


at her return as 1 am. 


Sir Ab anf. 


1 cannot help being concerned t to think, what 
a melancholy twelve or fourteen years the poor 
woman has experienced! moſt likely upon 

lome deſert n inſtead of being 1 in heaven! * 


Lady Con EST. 


But if you are concerned upon Her account, you 
ought to be pleaſed upon your own, my dear — 


| [Check herſelf ] I beg pardon ; I mean Sir Adam. 


Sir ADAM. 


No. no, call me * my dear” do not ſhew 
: reſerve to me already ; for if you do, you Will 


break my heart. 
Lady 8 | 


I would not break your heart for the worl: 4 
and indeed, Sir Adam you will always be dear 


to me quite as dear when we are parted; nay, [ 


think, dearer than if we were living together, 
Sir ADaw. 


Don't talk of parting—Can you reſolve to 
part from _—? 


Lady 
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4 THE WEDDING DAY: 


Lady CoxrESsv. 
Yes, becauſe I know you will be 0 mich 


W with Your firſt wife. 


Sir Apan. 
But if our parting ſhould give you any \ Unea- 


5 ſineſ— 4 


Lach Coxrksr. 
It; won c a bit. = 3 
WS Sir Apan, 
No! e 
| Lab Corisr. 
No, . oothing not when I know you are 


wink that good, prudent woman, Four kürt wite. 


H Aba. 
146 de. Now here is a time to exert my power 


over myſelf : what ſignifies haying exerted it in 
trivial mager if from a trial ſuch as this 1 


| ſhrink ?—[To her —making many efforts to get rid f 


his feelings —Well, Madam, I am K e to ſec 
my firlt wife —̃nd tO part with my ſecond. 


Lady ConTesr. 
Then fit down and write to her, that you long 


to lee her. 5 


* Apa 


No I can ſacrifice all my ſenſations, but [ 
cannot lacrifice truth. 5 


Lach Conresr, | 
Will you give me leave to write to her, a kind 


letter for you, "and i invite her to come hither di- 
rectly ? 


Sir 


A © 0 MED v. Foo 41 
Sir Abu. ; 
[ter a frruggle—You may do as you 1 


Lady Cow rESr. 
Ay, 1 ſhan't be with you long, and ſv you 


may as well let me have my owa way while l 


ſtay,—[ She writes —he walks about, ſtarts, and 5 


28 varicus 7 * of aeg. neſs during the time. 


Lady ConTEesT. 


Here they are; only a few words, but very : 
kind telling. her to << fly to your impatient 


wiſhes.” Here, John [Enter Servant] — Take 
this letter to Mr. Millden's immediately. [Exit 


Servant] — She goes to Sir adam — Come, look 
pleaſed; conſider how charming it is for old 


triends to meet. 


Sir Aba. 


Yes, if they are not too old. However, fear 


nothing in regard to my conduct, for ! will, I 
will act properly—fo properly, that I will not 


truſt my own judgment; and the firſt perſon 3 
conſult ſhall be. your mother, and I'll go to her 


this inſtant. Going Sure never ſuch a ſtrange, 
intricate affair ever happened before !—but ſtrange 
as it is, I will act as I ought to do- My 1nch- 


nation may rebel, but my reaion ſhall conquer 


—] will act as I ought to do. 


Enter SERVANT. 


SERVANT. 
Lady Autumn and Mr. Conteſt. 


Sir ADAM. 
And here your mother comes moſt opportunely. 
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42 THE WEDDING DAY: 


Enter Mr, ConTesT and Lady AUTUMN, 
Mr. ConTesr. - 


Sir Adam, according to your permiſſion, | 
have brought the lady on whom J have Placed 
my alfections, to receive from 


Lady Coxrzsr. 
©. Oh my dear mother, how do you do ? [runnin 
to Lady Autumn. 1 
„ CoxrEsr. 
Mother !—Your mother! 
Lach Cox rEsr. 
Yes— though ſhe looks very well, does not ſhe? 
FE Mr. CONTEST, | 


This is the lady on whom * bave fixed my 
choice. 


Lady Covrbsr. TS 
What, on my mamma ! Nay, Mr. Conteſt, now 
I am fure you are porn ha, ha, ha,—ha, 
ha, ha, ha, fixed your choice on my mother 


Sir Apa. 


a6 my mother! your father's mother!—Why 
+ you are as bad as the man in the farce—fall in 
love with your grandmother. 


Lach ConTesT, 


Dear mamma, don't make yourſelf 3 
if you have a mind to marry my ſon; for there 
is a lady now at Mr. Millden's, nd who is 
coming here, that will claim him for her ſon, 
and make me no longer wite to Sir Adam. 


Lady AvTuMN. 


This can be no other than Mrs. Hamford, 
whom I brought to England. 
Ener 


A COMEDY: 43 
Enter Mr. MiLLDzv. 

$a Mr. M1LLDEN. | 
Mr. Conteſt, will you ſtep for a moment to 
the perſon in the next room. [ Exit Mr. Conteſt.] 


Sir Adam Conteſt, I come to inform you, that 


there is a lady in the next room who has been 
near Me at the ſound of your voice. 


Sir Aram. 

And 1 believe I ſhall faint at the ſound of her 8. 

Mr. MILLD EN. 7 

Her ſon is ande her to you. 
Enter Mrs. HAMFORD leaning on Mr. ConTzsr: 

Lady CoxTEsr. . 


Dear Sir Adam, fly and embrace your firſt . 
wife. {She goes to ber — Dear Lady Conteſt, 
e his ſeeming g inſenſibility he loves 


you to diſtraction: a thouſand times has he de- 


clared to me, he did not think there was ſuch a 
_ woman in the world. 


Sir . 
And I did flatter myſelf, there was not. 
| Mrs, HAMFORD. 


[Seeing Sir Adam advance towards ber—Oh! 1 
8 Sir Adam! 


Sir Apa, 


Oh mv derr! If you knew what have ſuf- 
fered, and what ! ſtill ſuffer on your account, 
you would Pity me. 


Lady Avro. | 
Sir Adam, I give you Joy of a wife that: ſuits 


your own age. 


Sir ADAM, 


And ſuch a one ſhall my ſon marry, when 1 


has my conſent. 


Mrs. 
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„ THE WEDDING DAY: 


Mrs. Hawmrory. © | 
Come, come, Sir Adam and Lady Autumn, 


| theſe mutual reproaches, for almoſt the ſelf-ſame 
fault, ought to convince you, that in your plans 
of wedlock you have both been wrong. 


Sir Adam. 
However, it ſhall be my endeavour. to be 


henceforward right: for after ſertling upon my 
young bride a handſome dower, I will peaceably 


yield her up ;—and though it is a hard ſtruggle, 


yer, like all my other ſtruggles, it will, 1 have 
no doubt, give me happineſs in the end. 


Lady Cor EST. / 
 [Grying till ſhe ſobs. Good b'ye, Sir Aden 


good b'ye - I did love you a little upon my word; 
and if 1 was not ſure you were going to be ſo 
much happier with your firſt wife, I ſhould never 

know a moment's peace. „ 


Sir ApAu. 


T thank you. And at parting, all I have to 
requeſt of you is—that you will not marry : again 


Lady ConTesr, | 

Indeed, Sir Adam, 1 will not—but then . 
won t make i It long ? | 4 
Str Avan. 


iT believe I ſhan' ©: 
Lady CoxrEST. 


And my next huſband ſhall be of my own 
age; but he ſhall poſſeſs, Sir Adam, your prin- 
ciples of honour. And then, if my wedding ring 
ſhould unhappily fit looſe, -I will guard it wich 
unwearied diſcretion : and I will hold it ſacred— 


even though it ſhould pinch my finger. 


THE E N D. 


* 


